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The Moldavian chronicles mention Bartholomew Drágfi, the 

voivode of Transylvania, on the occasion of his mediation in the conflict 

between Moldavia and Poland in 1497 as in-law of Stephen the Great. 

The historians have read this as signalling that Stephen’s son, Alexander, 

married to a daughter of Bartholomew Drágfi. Starting with 1974, the 

historian Ştefan S. Gorovei contested this matrimonial relationship in a 

number of instances. 

A hitherto unpublished document from 1517, preserved only 

fragmentarily, confirms this matrimonial alliance. The Moldavian envoys 

sent to Thomas Bakócz, Archbishop of Esztergom, narrated about the 

daughter that had born out of this marriage, a nubile herself, to which 

Stephen the Great demised wealth and strongholds. The document 

reports mistakenly about the marriage: John Drágfi’s sister married 

Stephen the Great. The successive transmission of rumours generated the 

confusion. The one concerned was in fact Stephen the Great’s son. 

Cardinal Thomas Bakócz spread the word about how the sons of the 

Hungarian magnates were expected to court this lovely and wealthy girl. 

Clare Kanizsai was very interested in marrying her son, Ladislaus 

Kanizsai. Already in 1515 she tried to obtain the girl’s hand through the 

medium of John Drágfi. In the correspondence generated by this 

courtship, John Drágfi calls “brother” the Moldavian prince (Bogdan III, 

the son of Stephen the Great), which is another proof of the matrimonial 
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relationship connecting the Drágfi family to that of Stephen the Great. 

The endeavours of the Kanizsai family were fruitless, and in the end, 

presumably as compensation, John Drágfi married his younger sister, 

Anne, to Ladislaus Kanizsai. 

We assume that the marriage of Stephen the Great’s son to the 

daughter of Bartholomew Drágfi was a matrimonial arrangement with 

political ends. Bartholomew Drágfi was well aware of the part played by 

his ancestors in establishing the Moldavian principality at the middle of 

the 14
th

 century and so this marriage could have appeared as a recovery 

of their one-time land. Taking into account the significant political 

position held by Bartholomew Drágfi at the royal court and his close 

relations with King Matthias Corvinus, we consider that he was 

instrumental in the negotiations and subsequent granting of the two 

Transylvanian castles – Ciceu and Cetatea de Baltă – by the Hungarian 

monarch to the Moldavian prince. Of course, these are suppositions, but 

with a high degree of probability. 

In another train of thoughts, the analysis of information concerning 

the foundation of the Franciscan monastery in Bacău by a Moldavian 

princess, the daughter of a Transylvanian voivode, indicates the existence 

of two independent traditions. One, preserved in the milieu of the 

Archbishopric of Esztergom, was recorded by Cardinal Peter Pázmány in 

1629. Another tradition was transmitted in the Catholic environments of 

Bacău and was recorded by Franciscan missionaries at the beginning of 

the 17
th

 century, mixing different characters and periods. The two 

traditions converged due to Marco Bandini in the middle of the same 

century, and, therefore, the subsequent missionary transcriptions are 

distortions of the oral tradition in Bacău by information originating in the 

work of Pázmány. 

To sum up, we claim that Bartholomew Drágfi’s daughter married 

Alexander, the son of Stephen the Great, and, while having her residence 

in Bacău, she restored the Franciscan monastery in the city. If these facts 

are indisputable, the reasons behind this matrimonial relationship remain 

in the territory of hypothesis. 

In Annex, we edit two relevant documents on the subject: the letter 

by John Drágfi from 1515 concerning his intervention with his “brother”, 

the prince of Moldavia, in favour of Ladislaus Kanizsai and the 

fragmentarily preserved letter attesting to the courtship of the girl in 1517. 

 


