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The birth of Czech and Slovak nation went along in the geographical area which, 

after 1918 was called Czechoslovakia. If the Czech-Romanian and Slovak-Hungarian 

detachment occurred relatively quickly, the prominence of the Slovaks against Czechs 

was more complicated, with approaches mediated by the absence of language barriers but 

also with differences resulting from the evolution of the two peoples in different 

countries, which resulted in a different historical consciousness and social structure. The 

national idea of Herder and the romantic German unification model based on a common 

language was undertaken by the Czechs and Slovaks. The idea of unity of language was 

supported and emphasized by Czech scholars of the time, such as Josef Dobrovský, who 

considered the Slovak language, despite the different historical evolution, a dialect, 

without being able to reach the formation of a common language that would underpin a 

Czechoslovak nation. In the fourth and fifth decades of the 19th century, amidst the 

Slovaks appeared the consciousness of both the approach, and especially the difference in 

regard to the Czechs, which ultimately led to the separation and codification of the Slovak 

language in 1843 by Ľudovít Štúr.  

The revolution of 1848 has moved the issue to the political domain. Palacky’s 

proposals to federalize Austria have met with opposition from the German liberals, who 

didn’t want a multinational federalist Austrian state, but a German Austria. Both political 

programs of the Czechs and Slovaks providing autonomy of the territories inhabited by 

Slovaks in Hungary could not be materialized, due to the opposition of the Germans and 

Hungarians. In the 60
s
 of the 19

th
 century, the Czechs unsuccessfully tried, through 

petitions or memoranda, to gain, on the grounds of historical rights, a distinctive position 

in the empire, their failure prompting them to leave the Parliament in Vienna and go into 

passive opposition. After the completion of the Austro-Hungarian dualism, the Consti-

tution of 1867 has guaranteed to all nationalities in the Austrian side of the monarchy the 

right to cultivate their own language and culture providing for the administration to use 

the customary language of the province, which in the case of Bohemia was Czech and 

German. In Hungary though, the course was different, targeting the establishment of a 

Hungarian national state. Despite the fact that initially national minorities have been 

promised cultural-national rights, these have not been implemented and the measures 

taken subsequently for the Slovaks sought their forced Magyarization.  

The political efforts of both the “elder Czechs” and the “young Czechs”, in the 

decades that followed until 1918, in order to gain, based on “historical rights”, political 

parity with the Austrians and Hungarians, as well as their own state construction, were 

doomed to failure. Similarly also failed the national program of the Slovaks, due to the 

opposition of the Hungarians. A special solution in solving the national problem was 

proposed by T. G. Masaryk, which envisaged the formation of a Czech-Slovak political 

nation, assembled on the Swiss model, from two distinct ethnic nations. 
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