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Bukovina’s Union Recognition Issue and the Demarcation of its Borders at the 

Peace Conference (1919-1920) 

Abstract: At the time of the collapse of Austria-Hungary in the fall of 1918, the 

Romanians from Bukovina have decided, on behalf of the right of peoples to self-

determination, the union of Bukovina with the Kingdom of Romania. The decision 

taken by the Romanians from the former imperial province had to be recognized and 

confirmed at the conference summoned in 1919, at the end of the war, in the French 

capital, in order to establish peace and the new European and World order. Although 

at the end of the war Romania was on the side of the victorious powers, its 

representatives had great difficulty to impose to the Council of the four major allied 

powers the Romanian point of view regarding the Bukovina, at the signing of the peace 

treaty with Austria at Saint-Germaine-en-Laye. The fact that the Romanian requests 

were not recognized created tensions and led to repeated refusals of the Romanian 

delegation to sign it. The main issues concerned the transfer of sovereignty, the 

minorities and the borders of the province. The Romanian party’s request to be 

granted the possession of the entire territory of Bukovina aroused numerous 

discussions in the Committee for the Study of Territorial Issues, given that American 

representative proposed the division of the province on ethnic criteria, between the 

Romanians and Ukrainians. At last, after the recognition of some of its requirements, 

Romania signed the treaty with Austria, and in return received international 

recognition of the union of Bukovina and the entire territory of the province. 
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